Channel

DECEMBER
2014

IN THIS ISSUE:

PREPARING TO BREAK GROUND
Detailed engineering and design of the shallow water habitat restoration project
has commenced. This follows the completion of the Cora Island Missouri River Recovery
Program Site Project Implementation Report with Integrated Environmental Assessment.

DID YOU KNOW?
•

The MRRP’s Habitat Assessment and
Monitoring Program is conducting a

St. Louis, Mo. to identify and prioritize
the types of habitat that best promote
use by age-0 sturgeon.

•
by the Mitigation Project to offset the
lost due to the BSNP. To minimize a
are made during the planning process to
and requires minimal operations and
management costs.

During the summer, the Corps hosted a public meeting to review the proposed
three side-channel chutes, which would result in approximately 42 acres of shallow water
habitat at completion of construction. The chutes will ultimately provide approximately
111 acres of shallow water habitat as they widen through natural processes. Public

The Cora Island Missouri River Recovery Program Site Project is comprised of
1,238 acres in St. Charles County, Missouri. The primary features of the project will be

August and awarded in September to Phillips Hardy of Columbia, Mo., to complete the

This work is to be predominantly constructed by dredge with soil deposition in
the Missouri River. Due to an abundance of caution to prevent shoaling in nearby key

Using Recovery Program funding, the site is currently managed by the U.S.
Wildlife Refuge. The area is located on the Missouri River just three miles upstream of

THE LONG HAUL
Operation and Maintenance of the MRRP
USACE photo by Michael Gossenauer: Kirk Thompson with KDWPT visits a project site

Shallow Water Habitat is a key component in the MRRP
strategy to recover the endangered Pallid Sturgeon, so when shallow
water habitat site construction is complete, it is important to ensure
that it is maintained in a manner that meets habitat requirements
they were designed for and not adversely impact other authorized
purposes, public infrastructure or adjacent private property. A
few examples of other authorized purposes include the navigation

responsibilities on shallow water habitat sites between Sioux City

to date. Most constructed shallow water habitat sites have both

PARTNERING AGENCIES
Shallow water habitat is constructed on
existing public lands, state owned lands or on lands
managed by the Corps. A very important aspect of the

USACE photo by Michael Gossenauer: Secretary Robin Jenson,
KDWPT (left) discusses a project with Zach White, USACE (right)

site natural resource management partners. Early in
was developed to assist the Corps in developing habitat
wildlife resources. The team is comprised of the U.S.

Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism
and Missouri Department of Conservation. Supporting
the efforts of this team are the U.S. Environmental

Therefore the Corps partners with many of these
completed sites.

MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES – AQUATIC HABITAT
The Corps routinely monitors the condition of the habitat structures implemented on the river and makes necessary

the Integrated Science Program. As mentioned previously, shallow water habitat sites must be constructed and maintained in a
manner that meets habitat requirements they were designed for and not adversely impact other authorized purposes.

THE LONG HAUL
Operation and Maintenance of the MRRP - continued
MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES – LANDS ADJACENT TO RIVER

Partnering Agencies
provide input to the
Corps. Each year
meet with the on-site
managing agency to
go over the upcoming
year work plan and
estimated budget for
sites they manage.
Many of the items
in the work plan are
annual routine items
and are similar from
site to site. These
management actions
USACE photo by Trisha Dorsey: Dalbey Bottoms Project
include: enforcement
of area regulations; monitoring for encroachments; litter removal; signage; facilities and equipment maintenance; and visitor

plantings, mowing, controlled burns, discing, spraying, food plots and several timber management techniques. Depending on the

BENEFITS
several native species including the endangered
pallid sturgeon, Indiana bat and the threatened
decurrent false aster. The bald eagle, once listed
as endangered, is now commonly seen using
the restored habitat on these sites for nesting,

but provide a quality area for the public to enjoy

habitat along the Missouri River.

USACE photo provided: Public Scoping Meeting for MRRP Project

SHALLOW WATER HABITAT
MRRP Interns Justin Bounds (left) and Anthony Civiello (right) sample the river for sturgeon

Crews from the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers

reaches of the Missouri River
Mo. Three of the reaches are at

summer collecting youngmile of shallow water habitat
support of the Missouri
Habitat Assessment and
Monitoring
Program

the other two reaches have less
water habitat. The purpose of the

is to assess the physical
and biological responses
to habitat creation actions
pallid sturgeon.
Initial
HAMP efforts evaluated
community

to

of existing shallow water habitat
to support early life stages of
sturgeon by comparing density
and identifying and prioritizing
the types of habitat that best

habitat

river bends; however, a
review of HAMP data in
larger spatial scale may be
appropriate.
Subsequent

be a more appropriate
spatial scope to evaluate
abundance.
Therefore,
a new study consistent with a recommendation from the
and the draft Adaptive Management Strategy for Creation
of Shallow Water Habitat, was undertaken to provide
additional information that will help guide future habitat
restoration activities on the lower Missouri River.

and Wildlife Research Unit at
providing additional assistance by
examining the stomach contents,
level of fullness and body condition
sturgeon collected in the study
reaches. A primary hypothesized
is that increased food is present
resulting in improved condition
tested so the information learned from this study will help
answer this critical assumption. This study is anticipated to

USACE Photos by Trisha Dorsey

USACE Photo of the Confluence provided by the St. Louis District

and Mississippi Rivers is where

and Clark set off on their epic
journey up the Missouri. The
viewed from multiple tracts of
land, including three Missouri
River Recovery Program sites
within the immediate area.
The Corps actively partners
with Missouri Department of
Department

of

Conservation

Service in maintaining these

habitat.

environmental restoration and related operation and maintenance activities including riparian forests, enhanced wetlands
It offers a unique experience where a visitor can set foot in both the Mississippi and the Missouri River at the same time and
view where the two large systems meet.

managed by the Missouri Department of Conservation. Through a cooperative agreement, the Corps provides MDC with
funding for environmental restoration and related operation and maintenance activities on the site. MRRP efforts included

the Corps began construction for three side-channel chutes on the project site for shallow water habitat.

•
updates

by

following

the

Spend the summer on the Missouri River monitoring
Threatened and Endangered species through an internship or seasonal position with
Program tracks least tern and piping plover productivity on the Missouri River in

North Dakota
*Williston
*Riverdale
*Bismarck

•

You
can
request
a
presentation from a MRRP

•

Email questions directly to

•

Send

us

suggestions

for

•

Summer positions will be located:
•

South Dakota

Sign up for our emailing list
online or send us a message
with your request

*Yankton
*Pickstown
*Pierre
*Mobridge

www.usajobs.gov, in mid-January.

FACES OF MRRP
manages many engineering aspects of the Missouri River Recovery Program. Pridal oversees a team
of lead design engineers who work with continually evolving MRRP projects to create unique habitats
biologists within the Corps and state agencies because of their innovative approach to shallow water

still maintaining irrigation diversion.

