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November 2009 Meeting 
The eighth meeting of the Missouri River Recovery Implementation Committee (Committee) 
was held November 3-5, 2009, in Cheyenne, Wyoming. The agenda continued to focus on 
Committee organization and information sharing on the Missouri River Recovery Program and 
the Missouri River Ecosystem Recovery Study. Final consensus was reached on the Committee’s 
engagement strategy in the Missouri River Ecosystem Recovery Plan (MRERP). 
 
Committee Organization 

• The Committee approved the roles and responsibilities for the MRRIC liaisons to the 
MRERP technical work groups. 

• The Communication/Information Technology Work Group presented an annual report 
that was approved. 

• A revised approach to outreach for new member applications and an orientation 
program for new members were approved. 

• Interviews were conducted for a Third Party Science Neutral, and a recommendation 
was made to the U.S. Institute. 

• Consensus was reached to continue with John Thorson as chair and Randy Asbury as 
vice-chair in 2010. 

• The 2010 meeting dates and locations were set. 
 

Information Sharing 
A series of briefings were held on Monday prior to the meeting: “Water Resources of Wyoming”, 
“Wyoming Water Rights 101”, “Dialogue between the Wind River Tribes and the Bureau of 
Reclamation on Water Development and Water Management”, and “Cultural Resources on the 
Tributaries.” 
 
The Corps of Engineers gave a report on the water conditions in the basin and the operations of 
the reservoirs. They also provided an update on the progress of the current plans for the 
Section 108, Missouri River Authorized Purposes Study.  
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service gave a presentation and annual report on recovery efforts 
underway for the pallid sturgeon, interior least turn and piping plover. All are species listed 
under the federal Endangered Species Act. 
 
The Bureau of Reclamation gave a presentation on the agency’s answers to the questions 
regarding the intake modification project for the Lower Yellowstone Irrigation Project and the 
peer review process that is in place to examine those answers. 
 
A two-day workshop was held to gather input from the Committee on the cultural and social 
values for the MRERP process. The study team will use this information to develop focal values 
and methods to measure the values within basin.  
 
Missouri River Recovery Program Work Group (MRRP) 
The MRRP Work Group was tasked with looking ahead to future work plans and providing 
recommendations to the Committee on an engagement strategy. 
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Missouri River Ecosystem Recovery Plan Work Group (MRERP) 
In general, the MRERP Work Group was tasked with implementation of the engagement 
strategy preparing the Committee for the next substantive recommendation on MRERP, which is 
scheduled for the fall of 2010. This strategy will focus on the situation analysis and model for 
the economic, social and cultural values. 
 
Integrated Science Program Work Group (ISP) 
The ISP Work Group was tasked with developing a Gavin’s Point spring pulse scope of review 
and to recommend a ranking and scope of review for priority topics. 
 
Nominating Work Group 
The Nominating Work Group was tasked with refining the plan for outreach, recruitment and 
orientation of new committee members, as well as to evaluate a proposal to rotate the vice-
chair position. 
 
Communications/IT Work Group 
The Communications/IT Work Group was tasked with scheduling webinars, publishing and 
disseminating the MRRIC 2008-2009 Annual Report, and evaluating and making 
recommendations to the Committee on the findings in the self assessment. 
 
A concern was raised about the limited participation from the tribes. The work group was 
tasked with coordinating with the agencies to address this concern. 
 
Next Meeting  
The next meeting of the Missouri River Recovery Implementation Committee will be held 
February 2–4, 2010, in St. Louis, Missouri. 
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