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Minutes of Missouri River Joint Water Board Meeting 
Ramkota Inn, Bismarck, ND 

 
December 4, 2008   

Ken Royse, Chairman of the Missouri River Joint Water Board, called the meeting to order at 
12:05 p.m. CT.  The Secretary reported that there was a quorum present at the meeting.  All 
member counties were represented with the exception of Sioux and Dunn Counties. 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 

Following the call to order, introductions took place. Those in attendance are shown on the 
attached signup sheet. 
 
BOARD REPORTS  
 

• Secretary.  The minutes of the December 6, 2007 and June 30, 2008 meetings of the 
Board were approved on motion by Wade Bachmeier, seconded by John Klein and 
carried. 

 
• Treasurer.  Greg Lange reviewed the Treasurer’s Report for 2007 and 2008 to-date, and 

they were approved on motion by Carlyle Hillstrom, seconded by Wade Bachmeier and 
carried.  The Board elected to continue its involvement in the water coalition and pay the 
$1,000 per year membership fee on motion by Bachmeier, seconded by Gene Hanson and 
carried. The members elected to keep the 2009 assessment at $1,000 and directed the 
Treasurer to send these assessments out on motion by Bachmeier, seconded by Klein and 
carried. 

 
• Chairman Royse reported on activities within the water coalition.  He reported that a new 

2009 cost-sharing agreement with State Water Commission had been signed.  He also 
gave a brief update on bank stabilization issues. 

 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

a. Missouri River Task Force. Laura Bentley had previously given an update on the 
Missouri River Task Force to the general assembly, so there was no update given at the 
Missouri River Joint Water Board meeting. 
 

b. Red River Valley Water Supply Project.  Dave Koland reported that good progress is 
being made on this project.  Koland explained that there are no good alternative ground 
water sources to water from the Red River, which has dried up completely in past 
droughts, so the Missouri River was the logical best alternative. 

 
c. Prison Farm Project.  Chairman Royse reported that the Prison Farm Project is moving 

forward with a signed project management plan that does not obligate the Joint Board to 
any funding.   
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d. Sovereign lands. John Paczkowski reported that the State has hired a new individual to 
focus on this issue at the state Water Commission.  Jerry Reiser began August 1, 2008.  
They are working on administrative rules that will enable the Game & Fish to participate 
in the enforcement of sovereign land rules.  If all goes as planned, these rules will be in 
effect by April 1, 2009.  They are beginning the process of delineating the ordinary high 
water mark along the Missouri River and Yellowstone where the new sovereign land 
rules will apply.  There are many problems with enforcing the rules, including 
overlapping governmental jurisdictions.  They are working to resolve these issues. 

 
e. Operating Plan Update. Todd Lindquist of the COE reported that the above average run 

off experienced this year has helped the Lake Sakakawea Reservoir, and probably assures 
that at least one spring “pulse” will be used to encourage pallid sturgeon spawning.  
Whether there is a second spring pulse will depend on the volume of water in the system.  
He explained that the navigational season is also tied to certain triggers on available 
water, and can be shortened if water falls below the target pool elevation.  Terry Fleck 
spoke up to say that Todd Lindquist had been very concerned and helpful with North 
Dakota recreation concerns on Lake Sakakawea.   

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

a. MRRIC Program.  Chairman Royse reported on the purpose of the MRRIC program and 
how the various multi-state representation was chosen.  Terry Fleck will be representing 
upstream recreation interests on that panel, but has no built-in financing for his travel 
expenses.  It is expected that he will need to attend four to five out-of-state meetings per 
year.  The MRJWB has worked to marshal some support from various sources to assist 
with his travel costs.  This effort has lead to sponsorship agreements from the State Water 
Commission and Garrison Conservancy District.  It now appears that additional support 
will come from the City of Parshall, Burleigh County Water Resource Board, State Game 
& Fish, and State Parks & Recreation Division.  $1,000 checks were received at the 
meeting from the Morton County Resource Board and Southwest Water Authority.  
Funds collected in excess of the budgeted $20,000 will either be returned to contributors 
on a prorated, unspent basis, or applied to the following year.  The Treasurer will account 
for the funds separately.  Tom Hanson, with the North Dakota Association of Soil 
Conservation Districts, indicated that they have a representative on MRRIC who will be 
willing to work with Terry to coordinate their efforts for North Dakota.   

 
b. River Permitting. Jerry Shae of Bartlett and West reported on problems he encountered in 

2007 while assisting the Buford Trenton Irrigation District to obtain the necessary 
permits to remove sedimentation around their intake.  They discovered they needed both 
a Section 10 permit from the Corps of Engineers and a Section 404 permit from the North 
Dakota Health Department.  The North Dakota Health Department refused to grant such 
a permit because of the disturbance of the heavy metals lying within the material taken 
out of the river bed.  This will vastly increase the cost of dredging, and is contrary to the 
policy enforced by the State of Montana just miles upstream. 
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ELECTIONS 
 
Carlyle Hillstrom nominated Ken Royse to serve as president of the Joint Water Board.  It was 
thereafter moved by Wade Bachmeier, seconded by Curt Brinkman to cast a unanimous ballot 
for his election and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Wade Bachmeier was then elected to a second term as vice president on motion for unanimous 
ballot by Jim McLeish, which was seconded by John Klein and carried unanimously.  
 
Wade Bachmeier then moved, and John Klein seconded, to reappoint Greg Lange of the Lange 
& Donovan law firm to serve as executive secretary and treasurer.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE AND PLACE 
 
The next meeting will be in June, 2009 at a date and place to be subsequently arranged. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 1:48 p.m. CT. 
 

 
Greg Lange       Approved: June 18, 2009 
Greg Lange, Recording Secretary 
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